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shivo maheshvarashshambhuh pinaakee shashishekharah  

vaamadevo viroopaakshah kapardee neelalohitah   

shankarashshoolapaanishcha khatvaangee vishnuvallabhah  

shipivishtho ambikaanaathah shreekantho bhaktavatsalah 
 

"He who is peaceful, the greatest lord, giver of bliss, who 
holds the bow called Pinaka, wears the moon, Vama Deva - 
the beauty personified, who has unpleasant eye, who holds 
the skull, who has color of blue metal, creator of peace, who 
holds the trident, who holds the sword, who is beloved of 
Lord Vishnu, who is with ray of light, who is Lord of 
Parvati, who has a divine neck, who loves his devotees " 
 

Sri Lalitha Peetham cordially invites all devotees to participate in 
Maha Siva Ratri celebrations on Wednesday, March 02, 2011. 

 

Program Information: 
 

March 02, 2011 
6:00 PM Maha Ganapathy Puja; Mahanyasa Parayanam 
7:00 PM Rudra Abhishekam 
8:00 PM – 9:00 PM  Bhajans 
9:00 PM Archana; Harathi; Phala Prasadam 
12:00 Midnight Lingodbhava Darsanam; Rudra Abhishekam; Archana; Phala Prasadam 
5:00 AM Archana; Maha Mangala Harathi 
 

Sponsorship Information: 
 

Whole Puja  - $101 Abhishekam  - $51 each Special Archana - $21 
 

Please support the Temple by sponsoring one or more pujas 
 
 

Temple Address: 910 W. Parker Road, Suite 340, Plano, TX 75075 
Phone: 972.423.2009   Mobile: 225.772.9900   Web: www.lalithapeetham.org 

Temple Priest: “Vaidika Ratna” Brahmasri Nagendra P Sankaramanchi 

Sri Lalitha Peetham is a registered 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization. Tax ID: 26-3783597. All contributions are tax deductible. 
 

 



 

Significance of Maha Siva Ratri and Lingodbhava 
 

Maha Siva Ratri commemorates the day when the great Lingam of Siva appeared before all the Devas 

and Asuras. Since the Lingam extended to the ends of far galaxies, all the Devas and Asuras were 

utterly perplexed, as they could not discover it's beginning or end.  

 

In a spirit of competition, Brahma set out to find the top of the Lingam, and Vishnu went to find the 

bottom, but however far they traveled, they could not find the ends of the Lingam. Then Brahma saw a 

leaf falling down, and he asked the leaf, "From where have you fallen?" The leaf replied, "I don't 

know." Brahma requested the leaf to tell a lie that it had fallen from the top of the Lingam. When 

Brahma and Vishnu met again, Vishnu admitted that he had not found the bottom of the Lingam. Then 

Brahma told Vishnu, "Neither have I seen the top of the Lingam, but I have seen this leaf which has 

fallen from the top. Therefore, it is equivalent to seeing the top." Vishnu agreed that he had been 

defeated. With his divine vision, however, Siva saw that Brahma had lied about the leaf's falling from 

the top of his Lingam. Enraged at the lie, Siva made the top head of the five heads of Brahma 

disappear. Since then, Brahma came to be known in his four-headed form. Brahma then pronounced 

that Siva would not be entitled to receive puja in his total form, but should receive puja only in the 

form of his Lingam.  

 

After all this had occurred, all the Devas and Asuras prayed to Siva, chanting the vedic mantras of 

Rudra Prasna. Pleased with their devotion, Siva spoke these words of assurance: "If anyone worships 

me with devotion at the time of my Linga's arising, they will be freed from all the limitations and 

bondage of samsara, and they will be absorbed into my cosmic Lingam, which is ever blissful."   

 

Siva, Parvati and Vishnu 
 

vaagarthaaviva sampruktau vaagarthapratipattaye 

   jagatah pitarau vande paarvateeparameshwarau 

 
  “I bow down to Parvati and Parameshwara, mother and father of the world, who are as inseparable   

as Speech and its Meaning, In order to acquire command over the knowledge of Speech and its Meaning.” 

 

Also if the word "paarvateeparameshwarau" above is split as "paarvatheepa rameshwarau", the same 

sloka changes meaning to “I bow down to Siva and Vishnu, the parents of the world ...” . The same 

meaning is conveyed by the following slokam 

 

   sivaaya vishnu roopaaya siva roopaaya vishnave 

sivasya hrudayam vishnuh vishnorhrudayagum sivah 

yathaa shivamayo vishnur evam vishnumayah shivah  

yathaantaram na pashyaami tathaa me svastir aayushih 

  
  “Siva is Vishnu's form and Vishnu is Siva's form. Siva is in Vishnu's heart and Vishnu is in Siva's heart. 

Happiness exists where people don't see difference between them.” 

 

There are many places in scriptures where Parvati is described as Vishnu's sister. A melodious 

description of this relationship is given by Tyagaraja in heccharikaga rara when he says “ninu chooda 

vacchu bhagini karambu chiluka, manasu ranjilla nee mahimalanu paluka ...” meaning “The parrot 

from your sister's hand has come all the way to say pleasing descriptions of your greatness ...” 

 


